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position touched on the panel by the user and a second touch
position touched on the panel by the user after the first touch
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panel in accordance with the modulated carrier signal.
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1
HAPTIC FEEDBACK DEVICE AND HAPTIC
FEEDBACK METHOD

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to haptic feedback devices
which provide haptic feedback to a user touching a panel.

BACKGROUND ART

Public terminals (for example, automated teller machines
(ATM) and ticket vending machines) which include touch
panels are conventionally known. Moreover, the number of
personal use devices (for example, tablet personal computers
(PC) and smartphones) using touch panels is increasing.

Touch panels are input devices which detect touches made
on the panel as inputs. Touch panels detect touches made by
auser on a graphical user interface (GUI) object (a button, for
example) displayed in the display region.

A benefit of user interfaces which use this kind of touch
panel is that they have high flexibility with regard to position-
ing of GUI objects. However, user interfaces using this kind
of touch panel provide less sensory feedback upon the press
of a button compared to user interfaces using conventional,
mechanical buttons. This can cause the user to be uncertain
about whether a touch he or she made on the touch panel was
correctly detected or not.

Inlight of'this, a technique of providing haptic feedback by
vibrating the touch panel has been proposed (for example, see
Patent Literature 1 (PTL 1)). With the technique disclosed in
PTL 1, in order to efficiently vibrate the touch panel, the
frequency for vibrating the touch panel is varied based on the
position touched on the touch panel (touch position).

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication
(Translation of PCT Application) No. 2011-50295

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

However, with the above-described technique, there are
cases in which it is difficult to provide appropriate haptic
feedback to the user touching the panel.

For this reason, the present invention provides a haptic
feedback device capable of appropriately providing haptic
feedback to a user touching a panel.

A haptic feedback device which provides haptic feedback
to a user touching a panel includes: the panel; a position
obtaining unit configured to obtain a first touch position
which is a position of a touch made on the panel by the user
and a second touch position which is a position of a touch
made on the panel by the user after the touch made at the first
touch position; a speed calculation unit configured to calcu-
late a speed of a touch starting at the first touch position and
ending at the second touch position; a modulation signal
generation unit configured to generate a modulation signal
having a frequency component at a frequency that increases
with the speed; a carrier signal generation unit configured to
generate a carrier signal for vibrating the panel; a modulation
unit configured to modulate the generated carrier signal using
the modulation signal; and an actuator which provides haptic
feedback to the user by vibrating the panel in accordance with
the modulated carrier signal.
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These general and specific aspects may be implemented
using a system, a method, an integrated circuit, a computer
program, or a computer-readable recording medium such as a
CD-ROM, or any combination of systems, methods, inte-
grated circuits, computer programs, or computer-readable
recording media.

The haptic feedback device according to an aspect of the
present invention provides appropriate haptic feedback to a
user touching a panel.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a haptic feedback device
according to the first embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a planar view of the panel according to the first
embodiment.

FIG. 3 is an example of an image displayed on the panel.

FIG. 4A is an example of an image displayed on the panel.

FIG. 4B is an example of a spatial frequency characteristic
of'an image displayed on the panel.

FIG. 5 is a graph showing the touch speed monotonically
increasing and showing the modulation signal and the haptic
signal when the spatial frequency is constant.

FIG. 6 is a graph showing a constant touch speed and
showing the modulation signal and the haptic signal when the
spatial frequency is monotonically increasing.

FIG. 7 is a graph showing the touch speed monotonically
increasing and showing the modulation signal and the haptic
signal when the spatial frequency decreases after increasing.

FIG. 8 is an example of the vibration characteristics of the
panel.

FIG. 9 is a flow chart of the processes performed by the
haptic feedback device according to the first embodiment.

FIG. 10 is a block diagram of a haptic feedback device
according to the second embodiment.

FIG. 11 is a graph showing the corresponding relationship
between the spatial frequency and the carrier frequency
according to the second embodiment.

FIG. 12 is a flow chart of the processes performed by the
haptic feedback device according to the second embodiment.

FIG. 13 is a block diagram of a haptic feedback device
according to the third embodiment.

FIG. 14 is a graph showing the corresponding relationship
between the degree of elasticity and the carrier frequency
according to the third embodiment.

FIG. 15 is a flow chart of the processes performed by the
haptic feedback device according to the third embodiment.

FIG. 16 is a block diagram of a haptic feedback device
according to a variation.

FIG. 17 is a flow chart of the processes performed by the
haptic feedback device according to a variation.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Underlying Knowledge Forming Basis of the Present
Invention

With the above conventional technique, since the panel is
vibrated at a frequency appropriate for the characteristics of
the panel and the touch position, it is possible to effectively
provide stronger haptic feedback to the user. However, simply
providing strong haptic feedback when the user touches the
panel does not necessarily mean that the haptic feedback is
appropriate for the touch made.

For this reason, the haptic feedback device according to an
aspect of the present invention provides haptic feedback to a
user touching a panel, the haptic feedback device including:
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the panel; a position obtaining unit configured to obtain a first
touch position which is a position of a touch made on the
panel by the user and a second touch position which is a
position of a touch made on the panel by the user after the
touch made at the first touch position; a speed calculation unit
configured to calculate a speed of a touch starting at the first
touch position and ending at the second touch position; a
modulation signal generation unit configured to generate a
modulation signal having a frequency component at a fre-
quency that increases with the speed; a carrier signal genera-
tion unit configured to generate a carrier signal for vibrating
the panel; a modulation unit configured to modulate the gen-
erated carrier signal using the modulation signal; and an
actuator which provides haptic feedback to the user by vibrat-
ing the panel in accordance with the modulated carrier signal.

With this configuration, it is possible to modulate the car-
rier signal using the modulation signal having a frequency
component at a frequency that increases with the speed of the
touch, and vibrate the panel in accordance with the modulated
carrier signal. As such, it is possible to increase the speed of
change in amplitude of the vibration of the panel as the speed
of'the touch increases, and provide haptic feedback to the user
touching the panel that is appropriate for the speed of the
touch. This makes it possible for the user to easily confirm by
touch that his or her touch has been correctly detected.

For example, the haptic feedback device may further
include: an image display unit configured to display an image
on the panel; and an image feature extraction unit configured
to extract a feature of the image displayed on the panel,
wherein the modulation signal generation unit is configured
to generate the modulation signal having a frequency com-
ponent at a frequency that increases with the speed and is
dependent on the feature of the image.

With this configuration, it is possible to further adjust the
frequency of the modulation signal based on a feature of the
image. This makes it possible to provide haptic feedback
dependent on the image displayed on the panel.

For example, the image feature extraction unit may be
configured to extract, as the feature of the image, a spatial
frequency of the image, and the modulation signal generation
unit may be configured to generate the modulation signal
having a frequency component at a frequency that increases
with the speed and the spatial frequency.

With this configuration, it is possible to generate a modu-
lation signal having a frequency component at a frequency
that increases with the speed of the touch and the spatial
frequency of the image. As such, it is possible to rapidly
change the amplitude of the vibration of the panel when an
image having a high spatial frequency is displayed, and pro-
vide haptic feedback to the user touching the panel that is
appropriate for the image displayed on the panel.

For example, the image feature extraction unit may be
configured to extract the feature of the image from a region
that is a portion of the image and includes the second touch
position.

With this configuration, it is possible to extract a feature of
an image from a region including the second touch position.
This makes it possible to generate a modulation signal appro-
priate for the image displayed at the touch position, and
provide haptic feedback to the user touching the panel that is
even more appropriate.

For example, the image feature extraction unit may be
configured to extract the feature of the image from the region
having a size that increases with the speed.

With this configuration, it is possible to extract a feature of
an image from a region that increases in size with the speed of
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the touch. This makes it possible to extract a feature of an
image from a region appropriate for the speed of the touch.

Moreover, the image feature extraction unit may be con-
figured to extract the feature of the image each time the image
displayed on the panel is updated, and the modulation signal
generation unit may be configured to generate the modulation
signal each time the feature of the image is extracted.

With this configuration, it is possible to extract a feature of
an image each time the image is updated. This makes it
possible to extract a feature of an image in synchronization
with a change in the image shown on the panel. This in turn
makes it possible to provide natural haptic feedback in coor-
dination with visual perception of the user.

For example, the carrier signal generation unit may be
configured to generate the carrier signal having a frequency
component at a frequency dependent on the feature of the
image.

With this configuration, it is possible to generate a carrier
signal having a frequency component at a frequency depen-
dent on a feature of the image. This makes it possible to
vibrate the panel based on the feature of the image, and
provide appropriate haptic feedback to a user touching a
panel.

For example, the image feature extraction unit may be
configured to extract, as the feature of the image, a spatial
frequency of the image, and the carrier signal generation unit
may be configured to generate the carrier signal having a
frequency component at a frequency that increases with the
spatial frequency.

With this configuration, it is possible to generate a carrier
signal having a frequency component at a frequency that
increases with the spatial frequency of the image. As such, it
is possible to increase the frequency of the vibration of the
panel when an image having a high spatial frequency is dis-
played, and provide haptic feedback to the user touching the
panel that is appropriate for the image displayed on the panel.

For example, the haptic feedback device may further
include a carrier frequency determination unit configured to
determine a resonance frequency to be used for a frequency
for the carrier signal from among a plurality of resonance
frequencies of the panel, the determined resonance frequency
increasing with the spatial frequency, wherein the carrier
signal generation unit may be configured to generate the
carrier signal having a frequency component at the deter-
mined resonance frequency.

With this configuration, it is possible to generate a carrier
signal having a frequency component at a resonance fre-
quency that increases with the spatial frequency of the image.
This makes it possible to effectively vibrate the panel while
providing haptic feedback appropriate for the image dis-
played on the panel.

For example, the carrier signal generation unit may be
configured to generate the carrier signal having a frequency
component at a resonance frequency of the panel.

With this configuration, it is possible to generate a carrier
signal having a frequency component at a resonance fre-
quency of the panel, and eftectively vibrate the panel.

For example, the carrier signal generation unit may be
configured to generate the carrier signal having a frequency
component at a resonance frequency among a plurality of
resonance frequencies of the panel that corresponds to the
second touch position.

With this configuration, it is possible to generate a carrier
signal having a frequency component at a resonance fre-
quency which corresponds to the second touch position. This
makes it possible to generate a carrier signal having a fre-
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quency component at a resonance frequency that can effec-
tively vibrate the touch position, and effectively vibrate the
panel.

For example, the haptic feedback device may further
include a hardness obtaining unit configured to obtain a value
indicating a hardness of an object included in the image,
wherein the carrier signal generation unit may be configured
to generate the carrier signal having a frequency component
at a frequency that increases with the value indicating the
hardness.

With this configuration, it is possible to generate a carrier
signal having a frequency component at a frequency that
increases with a value indicating hardness of an object
included in the image. This makes it possible to provide
haptic feedback close to the haptic feedback felt when the
user touches the actual object, and thus provide appropriate
haptic feedback to the user touching the panel.

For example, the haptic feedback device may further
include a pressure measurement unit configured to measure a
pressure of the touch made at the second touch position,
wherein the modulation signal generation unit may be con-
figured to generate the modulation signal having a frequency
component at a frequency that increases with the measured
pressure.

With this configuration, it is possible to generate a modu-
lation signal having a frequency component at a frequency
that increases with the pressure of the touch. This makes it
possible to provide haptic feedback to the user touching the
panel that is appropriate for the pressure of the touch.

These general and specific aspects may be implemented
using a system, a method, an integrated circuit, a computer
program, or a computer-readable recording medium such as a
CD-ROM, or any combination of systems, methods, inte-
grated circuits, computer programs, or computer-readable
recording media.

Hereinafter, embodiments are specifically described with
reference to the Drawings.

Each of the embodiments described below shows a general
or specific example. The numerical values, shapes, materials,
structural elements, the arrangement and connection of the
structural elements, steps, the processing order of the steps
etc. shown in the following embodiments are mere examples,
and therefore do not limit the scope of the Claims. Therefore,
among the structural elements in the following embodiments,
structural elements not recited in any one of the independent
claims are described as arbitrary structural elements.

First Embodiment

FIG.1is ablock diagram of the haptic feedback device 100
according to the first embodiment. The haptic feedback
device 100 provides haptic feedback to a user touching a
touch panel.

As FIG. 1 shows, the haptic feedback device 100 includes
a panel 101, a position obtaining unit 102, an image display
unit 103, an image feature extraction unit 104, a speed calcu-
lation unit 105, a pressure measurement unit 106, a modula-
tion signal generation unit 107, a carrier signal generation
unit 108, a modulation unit 109, and an actuator 110.

Next, each structural element of the haptic feedback device
100 will be described.

(Panel 101)

FIG. 2 is a planar view of the panel 101 according to the
first embodiment. The panel 101 receives a touch input from
a user. Moreover, the panel 101 conveys vibrations for pro-
viding haptic feedback to the user touching the surface of the
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panel 101. Furthermore, an image is displayed on the panel
101 by the image display unit 103.

In the first embodiment, the panel 101 is a touch display.
More specifically, the panel 101 includes, for example, an
electrostatic capacitive or pressure sensitive touch panel and
a liquid crystal display or organic EL display device. The
surface of the panel 101 is, for example, a plate-like member
of glass or acrylic.

It should be noted that the panel 101 has at least one
resonance frequency. A resonance frequency is a frequency at
which the panel 101 naturally vibrates (natural frequency).
The resonance frequency of the panel 101 depends on, for
example, the material and size of the panel 101.

(Position Obtaining Unit 102)

The position obtaining unit 102 obtains a position touched
on the panel 101 (touch position) by the user when the user
touches the panel 101. Hereinafter, two touch positions
touched at different times are sometimes differentiated as the
first touch position and the second touch position.

The position obtaining unit 102 obtains a touch position by,
for example, electrostatic capacitive method or pressure sen-
sitive method. More specifically, the position obtaining unit
102 obtains, at predetermined time intervals, as the touch
position, a central position of a region on the panel 101
touched by the user with his or her finger or a stylus pen
(contact region). Moreover, the position obtaining unit 102
may obtain the center of gravity of the load in the contact
region as the touch position. It should be noted that, regarding
the method of obtaining the touch position, the touch panel is
not necessarily limited to an electrostatic capacitive touch
panel or resistive touch panel.

(Image Display Unit 103)

The image display unit 103 is, for example, a graphics
processing unit (GPU), and displays an image on the panel
101. The image display unit 103 displays, for example, an
image of a stripe pattern like that shown in FIG. 3 on the panel
101.

Itshould be noted that the image that the image display unit
103 displays is not limited to the sort of image shown in FIG.
3 The image display unit 103, for example, may display a GUI
object on the panel 101. Moreover, the image display unit 103
may display an image captured by a camera on the panel 101.

The image display unit 103 may update the condition of the
image being displayed based on a touch operation made by
the user. For example, the image display unit 103 may update
the condition of the image based on temporal changes in the
touch position (for example, a pinch-in, pinch-out, or flick
motion) obtained by the position obtaining unit 102.

More specifically, the image display unit 103, for example,
shrinks the displayed image when a pinch-in motion is
detected. Moreover, the image display unit 103, for example,
expands the displayed image when a pinch-out motion is
detected. Moreover, when a flick motion is detected, the
image display unit 103, for example, moves the displayed
image in the direction of the flick. It should be noted that the
method of updating the condition of the image is not limited
to these examples.

It should be noted that the image display unit 103 may
update the image being displayed based on information other
than the type of touch made by the user. For example, the
image display unit 103 may move the image in the direction
in which the panel 101 is tilted.

(Image Feature Extraction Unit 104)

The image feature extraction unit 104 extracts a feature of
the image being displayed on the panel 101. A feature of the
image is, for example, texture information or shape informa-
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tion. More specifically, a feature of the image is the spatial
frequency or intensity of the image.

For example, the image feature extraction unit 104 extracts
the spatial frequency from the image by performing discrete
Fourier transformation (DFT) on the image.

More specifically, when, for example, the spatial frequency
or intensity of the image displayed on the panel 101 is uni-
form throughout, the image feature extraction unit 104 may
obtain, as a feature of the image, the spatial frequency or
intensity at a given point on the panel 101. Moreover, when,
for example, the spatial frequency or intensity of the image
displayed on the panel 101 is not uniform throughout, the
image feature extraction unit 104 may obtain, as a feature of
the image, the spatial frequency or intensity from the sur-
rounding area of the touch position obtained by the position
obtaining unit 102. In other words, the image feature extrac-
tion unit 104 may extract a feature of the image from a region
of the image that includes the second touch position.

At this time, the image feature extraction unit 194 may
obtain a localized spatial frequency or intensity by extracting
image information using an appropriate window function, for
example. With this, the image feature extraction unit 104 is
capable of extracting a feature dependent on the touch posi-
tion.

It should be noted that the image feature extraction unit 104
may extract the feature each time the image displayed on the
panel 101 is updated. This enables the image feature extrac-
tion unit 104 to extract a feature of the image in synchroni-
zation with the changes in condition of the displayed image.
In this case, the image feature amount A which quantitatively
indicates a feature of the image is represented as a function of
time, as Equation 1 shows.

[Math 1]

A=hl2) M

It should be noted that the image feature extraction unit 104
may extract a feature of the image at predetermined time
intervals, for example. In this case, the shorter the predeter-
mined time interval is, the faster the image feature extraction
unit 104 can keep up with changes in the image being dis-
played while extracting a feature of the image.

(Speed Calculation Unit 105)

The speed calculation unit 105 calculates the speed of a
touch made by the user (touch speed). More specifically, the
speed calculation unit 105 calculates the touch speed by
obtaining a time (touch time) at which the first touch position
obtained by the position obtaining unit 102 was touched and
a time (touch time) at which the second touch position
obtained by the position obtaining unit 102 was touched.
Even more specifically, the speed calculation unit 105 calcu-
lates the touch speed with Equation 2, using the second touch
position (x,, y,) touched at time t and the first touch position
(X,.1, ¥,.1) touched at time (t—At), for example.

[Math 2]
X=X 2)

YT TA

_— Yr = V-1

YT Ar

Here, v, is the touch speed in the left-right direction (hori-
zontal direction), and v,, is the touch speed in the up-down
direction (vertical direction).

It should be noted that the position obtaining unit 102 may,
for example, associate corresponding ones of the touch posi-
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tion and touch time, and store this information in memory. In
this case, the speed calculation unit 105 may obtain the first
touch position and the corresponding touch time from
memory.

(Pressure Measurement Unit 106)

The pressure measurement unit 106 measures a pressure of
the touch (touch pressure) made at, the touch position
obtained by the position obtaining unit 102. Alternatively, the
pressure measurement unit 106 may measure the pressure
from the finger contact surface area at the touch position.

Touch pressure can be obtained using a pressure sensitive
touch panel or a load sensor.

(Modulation Signal Generation Unit 107)

The modulation signal generation unit 107 generates a
modulation signal using the feature of the image extracted by
the image feature extraction unit 104. A spatial frequency or
intensity of the image, for example, is used as the feature of
the image. More specifically, the modulation signal genera-
tion unit 107, for example, generates a modulation signal
having a frequency component at a frequency dependent on
the feature of the image extracted by the image feature extrac-
tion unit 104. For example, the modulation signal generation
unit 107 refers to a table which associates the feature of the
image and a frequency, or a mathematical formula expressing
a relationship between the feature of the image and a fre-
quency, and determines a frequency based on the feature of
the image.

Moreover, for example, the modulation signal generation
unit 107 may generate a modulation signal having a fre-
quency component at a frequency that increases with the
spatial frequency of the image. Vibrating the panel in accor-
dance with a carrier signal modulated using this sort of modu-
lation signal allows the haptic feedback device 100 to provide
strong haptic feedback to the user when the spatial frequency
of'the image is high. As such, the haptic feedback device 100
is capable of providing haptic feedback close to the sense of
touch the user expects based on the image shown.

It should be noted that the modulation signal generation
unit 107 may generate a modulation signal using the touch
speed calculated by the speed calculation unit 105 in addition
to the feature of the image extracted by the image feature
extraction unit 104. More specifically, the modulation signal
generation unit 107 may, for example, generate a modulation
signal having a frequency component at a frequency that
increases with the touch speed.

Next, generation of the modulation signal using both the
touch speed and the spatial frequency will be described.

For example, when the image displayed on the panel 101 is
a texture image such as the one shown in FIG. 4A, the image
feature extraction unit 104 extracts a region of the image
including the current touch position (the second touch posi-
tion). The image feature extraction unit 104 then obtains a
spatial frequency feature such as the one shown in FIG. 4B by
performing Fourier transform on the extracted image. The
image feature extraction unit 104 obtains the spatial fre-
quency using the spatial frequency feature obtained in this
manner.

For example, the image feature extraction unit 104
extracts, as the image feature amount A,, a spatial frequency
component stronger than a predetermined strength from
among the spatial frequency components in the moving direc-
tion of the touch. In the example shown in FIG. 4B, the image
feature extraction unit 104 extracts spatial frequency A, and
A, as the image feature amount. Moreover, for example, the
image feature extraction unit 104 may extract, as the image
feature amount, the spatial frequency component that is the



US 9,292,090 B2

9

strongest among the spatial frequency components in the
moving direction of the touch.

It should be noted that the image feature extraction unit 104
may extract a large region when the touch speed is high, and
extract a small region when the touch speed is low. In other
words, the image feature extraction unit 104 may extract the
feature of the image from a region that increases in size with
the touch speed. More specifically, the image feature extrac-
tion unit 104 may, for example, extract a region whose length
is based on the touch speed in the movement direction of the
touch from the touch position. With this, the image feature
extraction unit 104 is capable of extracting a feature of an
image from a region appropriate for the touch speed. More-
over, the image feature extraction unit 104 is capable of
resolving the discontinuity of the signal resulting from the
extraction, by using an appropriate window function, such as
a Hanning window.

Next, a specific example of the generation of a modulation
signal using the spatial frequency of the image and the touch
speed will be given.

For example, when the user touches an image by tracing his
or her finger across the image, and the image displayed on the
panel 101 has a stripe pattern like that shown in FIG. 3, the
modulation signal generation unit 107 generates a modula-
tion signal using Equation 3.

[Math 3]

n (3)
Sml®) = Z Assin(27; (D))

i=1

Here, s,, is the modulation signal, A, is the strength of the
i-th spatial frequency component, A, (1/mm) is the i-th spatial
frequency, and v (mm/s) is the touch speed. In the example
shown in FIG. 3 since the projections and recessions are
positioned at 2 mm intervals, a single spatial frequency (n=1)
is extracted as image feature amount A, =0.5(1/mm). Here, the
modulation signal generation unit 107 generates, as the
modulation signal, a sine wave at a frequency proportionate to
the touch speed v and the image feature amount A, .

Next, a modulation signal and a carrier signal (haptic sig-
nal) modulated using the modulation signal when the touch
speed and the spatial frequency vary will be described using
FIG. 5 through FIG. 7.

In FIG. 5 through FIG. 7, (a) is a graph showing the varia-
tion in the touch speed overtime, (b) is a graph showing the
variation in the spatial frequency of the image overtime, (c) is
a graph showing the modulation signal, and (d) is a graph
showing the haptic signal.

FIG. 5 shows the touch speed monotonically increasing,
and shows the modulation signal and the haptic signal when
the spatial frequency is constant.

In (a) in FIG. 5, the touch speed v (t) monotonically
increases from 0 (mm/s) to 10 (mnv/s). Moreover, in (b) in
FIG. 5, the spatial frequency of the image displayed on the
panel 101 is constant at 0.2 (1/mm). In this case, the modu-
lation signal generation unit 107 generates a modulation sig-
nal like the one shown in (c) of FIG. 5 using Equation 3.
Moreover, a carrier signal (haptic signal) modulated by the
modulation signal shown in (¢) in FIG. 5 is shown in (d) in
FIG. 5.

FIG. 6 shows a constant touch speed, and shows the modu-
lation signal and the haptic signal when the spatial frequency
monotonically increases.
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In (a)in FIG. 6, the touch speed v (t) is constant at 20 mm/s.
Moreover, in (b) in FIG. 6, the spatial frequency of the image
monotonically increases from 0 (1/mm)to 0.3 (1/mm). In this
case, the modulation signal generation unit 107 generates a
modulation signal like the one shown in (c) of FIG. 6 using
Equation 3. Moreover, a carrier signal (haptic signal) modu-
lated by the modulation signal shown in (¢) in FIG. 6 is shown
in (d) in FIG. 6.

FIG. 7 shows the touch speed monotonously increasing,
and shows the modulation signal and the haptic signal when
the spatial frequency decreases after increasing.

In (a) in FIG. 7, the touch speed v (t) monotonically
increases from 0 mm/s to 10 mm/s. Moreover, in (b) in FIG.
7, the spatial frequency of the image monotonically increases
from 0 (1/mm) to 0.3 (1/mm), and decreases to 0 (1/mm)
thereafter. The variation in spatial frequency over time shown
in (b) in FIG. 7 occurs when, for example, the image dis-
played on the panel 101 is enlarged after being reduced in
size.

In this case, the modulation signal generation unit 107
generates the modulation signal shown in (¢) of FIG. 7 using
Equation 3. Moreover, in this case, a carrier signal (haptic
signal) modulated by the modulation signal shown in (c) in
FIG. 6 is shown in (d) in FIG. 7.

In other words, while the spatial frequency is increasing
(the image is being reduced in size) at the same time as the
touch speed is increasing, the frequency of the modulation
signal increases. In other words, while the spatial frequency is
increasing (the image is being reduced in size) at the same
time as the touch speed is increasing, the frequency of the
modulation signal increases.

It should be noted that the modulation signal generation
unit 107 may generate a modulation signal using the touch
pressure measured by the pressure measurement unit 106 in
addition to the feature of the image extracted by the image
feature extraction unit 104. More specifically, the modulation
signal generation unit 107 may, for example, generate a
modulation signal having a frequency component at a fre-
quency that increases with the touch pressure. This allows the
haptic feedback device 100 to provide strong haptic feedback
when the user touches the panel 101 strongly.

It should be noted that the modulation signal generation
unit 107 may generate a modulation signal using the intensity
at the touch position as the feature of the image. More spe-
cifically, the modulation signal generation unit 107 generates
amodulation signal having an amplitude corresponding to the
intensity at the touch position.

Next, an even more specific example of when the modula-
tion signal is generated using intensity as the feature of the
image will be given.

The modulation signal generation unit 107, for example,
generates a modulation signal having an amplitude which
increases with the intensity of the image at the touch position.
With this, when, for example, the intensity corresponds to
depth-wise direction in the scene (for example, when strong
light is coming from in front of the subject), the modulation
signal includes a frequency component at a frequency which
increases with depth-wise change. As a result, the haptic
feedback device 100 is capable of providing haptic feedback
as the user generally would expect from the image.

It should be noted that intensity and depth in a scene some-
times have the relationship shown by Equation 4, for
example.

[Math 4]

D(xy)=1/B(x.y) Q)
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Here, D represents the depth of the scene in a position (x,y)
on the panel 101. Moreover, B represents the intensity at the
position (X, y) on the panel 101. In this case, the modulation
signal generation unit 107 generates a modulation signal
using, for example, Equation 5.

[Math 5]

®

Sm(0) = = B(p®)

1
D(p®)

Here, D (p(t)) represents the depth at the touch position p
(H=(x, y) made at time t. Moreover, B (p(t)) represents the
intensity at the touch position p (t)=(x, y) made at time t.

It should be noted that the generation method of the modu-
lation signal generated by the modulation signal generation
unit 107 is not limited to this example, and may be a method
which varies proportionally to depth information.

(Carrier Signal Generation Unit 108)

The carrier signal generation unit 108 generates a carrier
signal for vibrating the panel 101. In other words, the carrier
signal generation unit 108 generates a carrier signal having a
frequency dependent on a vibration characteristic of the panel
101. In other words, the carrier signal generation unit 108
generates a carrier signal having a frequency component at a
frequency appropriate for vibrating the panel 101. More spe-
cifically, the carrier signal generation unit 108 generates, as
the carrier signal s_, a sine wave of the frequency F_, as
Equation 6 shows.

[Math 6]

S_(H)=sin(2nF 1) 6

Hereinafter, there are instances where the frequency F,
referred to as the frequency of the carrier signal.

It should be noted that the frequency of the carrier signal
may be a resonance frequency of the panel 101. In other
words, the carrier signal generation unit 108 may generate the
carrier signal having a frequency component at a resonance
frequency of the panel. This allows the haptic feedback
device 100 to efficiently vibrate the panel 101 and provide
haptic feedback to the user with low energy.

FIG. 8 shows an example of the vibration characteristics of
the panel 101. As FIG. 8 shows, when there are a plurality of
resonance frequencies, the carrier signal generation unit 108
may generate the carrier signal having a frequency compo-
nent F_; at a resonance frequency that is the strongest reso-
nance frequency. This allows the haptic feedback device 100
to efficiently vibrate the panel 101 even further, thereby mak-
ing is possible to further conserve energy.

It should be noted that there are instances where the vibra-
tion characteristics of the panel 101 differ depending on posi-
tion on the panel 101. In other words, the carrier signal gen-
eration unit 108 may generate the carrier signal having a
frequency component at a resonance frequency that is an
average value of the plurality of resonance frequencies appro-
priate for a plurality of positions on the panel 101. Alterna-
tively, the carrier signal generation unit 108 may generate the
carrier signal having a frequency component at a resonance
frequency appropriate for the touch position obtained by the
position obtaining unit 102. In other words, the carrier signal
generation unit 108 may generate the carrier signal having a
frequency component at a resonance frequency correspond-
ing to the touch position, from among the plurality of reso-
nance frequencies of the panel 101.
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(Modulation Unit 109)

The modulation unit 109 modulates the carrier signal gen-
erated by the carrier signal generation unit 108 using the
modulation signal generated by the modulation signal gen-
eration unit 107. More specifically, the modulation unit 109
performs, for example, amplitude modulation (AM). Even
more specifically, the modulation unit 109 may perform
amplitude modulation on the carrier signal using, for
example, Equation 7.

[Math 7]

S@=5,,(D)s2) M
Here, s is the haptic signal, s,, is the modulation signal, and

s is the carrier signal.
Moreover, the modulation unit 109 may perform amplitude

modulation on the carrier signal using, for example Equation
8.

[Math 8]

_ 1 +5,(0)

S0 = ®

se(1)

() in FIG. 5, (d) in FIG. 6, and (d) in FIG. 7 each show an
example of an actual modulated carrier signal (haptic signal).
The modulation unit 109 generates the haptic signal for driv-
ing the actuator 110 by performing amplitude modulation on
the carrier signal using the modulation signal.

It should be noted that the haptic signal generated by the
modulation unit 109 is amplified as needed in order to drive
the actuator 110. The method of amplification is not limited to
any particular method. Moreover, the specific amplification
rate may be determined based on the specifications of the
actuator 110.

(Actuator 110)

The actuator 110 is driven by the carrier signal (haptic
signal) modulated by the modulation unit 109, and vibrates
the panel 101. Vibration of the panel 101 provides haptic
feedback to the user. In other words, the actuator 110 provides
haptic feedback to the user by vibrating the panel 101 in
accordance with the modulated carrier signal.

The actuator 110 is, for example, applied to the panel 101.
Far example, as FIG. 2 shows, the actuator 110, which
includes the first actuator 110A and the second actuator 110B,
is positioned at the periphery of the panel 101. By being
positioned at the periphery of the panel 101, there is no need
to position the actuator 110 in the region in which images are
displayed, making it possible to increase the degree of free-
dom in design.

It should be noted that the number of actuators is not
limited to two. In other words, the actuator 110 may include
only one actuator, or may include three or more actuators.

While the type of actuator 110 is not particularly limited to
any single type, it is possible to vibrate the panel 101 by using,
for example, a piezoelectric element as the actuator 110.
Alternatively, a voice coil may be used as the actuator 110.

It should be noted that the actuator 110 may include an
amplifier for amplifying the haptic signal. When an amplifier
is included, the actuator 110 may by driven using an amplified
haptic signal. It should be noted that the actuator 110 may be
driven using the haptic signal amplified by the carrier signal
generation unit 108. By being driven with an amplified haptic
signal, the driving energy of the actuator 110 can be further
increased, and the actuator 110 is capable of providing strong
haptic feedback to the user.

Next, examples of operations performed by the haptic
feedback device 100 having the above-described configura-



US 9,292,090 B2

13

tion will be described. FIG. 9 is a flow chart of the processes
performed by the haptic feedback device 100 according to the
first embodiment.

(Step S101)

The position obtaining unit 102 obtains a position touched
on the panel 101 (touch position) by the user at predetermined
time intervals.

(Step S102)

The position obtaining unit 102 determines whether haptic
feedback is necessary or not based on the touch position
obtained in step S101.

For example, when an image having a striped texture, like
the one shown in FIG. 3, is displayed, the position obtaining
unit 102 determines whether haptic feedback is necessary
based on whether or not the touch position is in a region of the
stripe-textured image. When buttons are displayed as GUI
objects, the position obtaining unit 102 determines whether
haptic feedback is necessary based on whether or not the
touch position is in the region the button. If haptic feedback is
determined to be necessary, processing proceeds to step
S103. If haptic feedback is not determined to be necessary,
processing returns to step S101.

It should be noted that the criteria for determining whether
or not haptic feedback is necessary is not limited to the above
example. For example, when an mage is displayed on the
panel 101, the position obtaining unit 102 may determine that
haptic feedback is necessary when the touch position is in a
region of the image and the touch position is moving.

(Step S103)

The image display unit 103 updates the condition of the
image displayed on the panel 101 based on the touch position
obtained by the position obtaining unit 102.

(Step S104)

The image feature extraction unit 104 extracts a feature of
the image being displayed on the panel 101 at predetermined
time intervals.

(Step S105)

The modulation signal generation unit 107 generates a
modulation signal using the feature of the image extracted in
step S104.

(Step S106)

The carrier signal generation unit 108 generates a carrier
signal for vibrating the panel 101.

(Step S107)

The modulation unit 109 modulates the carrier signal gen-
erated in step S106 using the modulation signal generated in
step S105.

(Step S108)

The actuator 110 provides haptic feedback to the user by
vibrating the panel 101 in accordance with the carrier signal
(haptic signal) modulated in step S107.

This allows the haptic feedback device 100 to provide
haptic feedback dependent on the feature of the age displayed
on the panel 101 to the user.

As described above, with the haptic feedback device 100
according to the first embodiment, it is possible to provide
haptic feedback based on the image displayed on the panel
101 by vibrating the panel 101. Moreover, even when the
image displayed on the panel 101 changes, the haptic feed-
back device 100 is capable of providing natural haptic feed-
back in coordination with visual perception of the user since
changes in the image can be reflected in touch as needed.

Furthermore, with the haptic feedback device 100 accord-
ing to the first embodiment, it is possible to modulate the
carrier signal using the modulation signal having a frequency
component at a frequency that increases with the speed of the
touch, and vibrate the panel in accordance with the modulated
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carrier signal. As such, the haptic feedback device 100 is
capable of changing the amplitude of the vibration of the
panel more rapidly as the speed of the touch increases, and
capable of providing haptic feedback to the user touching the
panel that is appropriate for the speed of the touch. This
makes it possible for the user to easily confirm by sense of
touch that his or her touch has been correctly detected.

Second Embodiment

Hereinafter, the second embodiment is described in detail
with reference to the Drawings.

The haptic feedback device according to the second
embodiment differs from that haptic feedback device accord-
ing to the first embodiment in that the frequency of'the carrier
signal is changed based on a feature of the image. The fol-
lowing description will focus on this point. It should be noted
that details regarding structural elements in common with the
first embodiment are omitted in the following description.

FIG. 10 is a block diagram of a haptic feedback device 200
according to the second embodiment. In FIG. 10, the struc-
tural elements that are the same as those in FIG. 1 share then
same reference numerals, and as such, explanations thereof
are omitted.

The haptic feedback device 200 includes the panel 101, the
position obtaining unit 102, the image display unit 103, the
image feature extraction unit 104, the modulation signal gen-
eration unit 107, a carrier signal generation unit 208, the
modulation unit 109, the actuator 110, a carrier frequency
storage unit 211, and a carrier frequency determination unit
212.

(Carrier Frequency Storage Unit 211)

The carrier frequency storage unit 211 stores a carrier
signal frequency for each image feature.
(Carrier Frequency Determination Unit 212)

The carrier frequency determination unit 212 obtains, from
the carrier frequency storage unit 211, a frequency corre-
sponding to the feature of the image extracted by the image
feature extraction unit 104.

First, processes performed when the image feature amount
A extracted by the image feature extraction unit 104 is uni-
form will be described.

When the image displayed by the image display unit 103
has a uniform stripe pattern like the one shown in FIG. 3 for
example, the image feature amount A has one value. For
example, inthe case of FIG. 3, the image feature amount A has
a value of 0.5 (stripes/mm).

The carrier frequency determination unit 212 determines a
higher frequency for the carrier signal for higher values of the
image feature amount A. Conversely, the carrier frequency
determination unit 212 determines a lower frequency for the
carrier signal for lower values of the image feature amount .
In other words, the frequency of the carrier signal is repre-
sented as a function of image feature amount A, as Equation 9
shows.

The determination method of the frequency for the carrier
signal is not limited to any particular method. For example,
when the panel 101 has vibration characteristics like those
shown in FIG. 8 and the image feature amount A is the spatial
frequency, the carrier frequency determination unit 212 deter-
mines a frequency for the carrier signal like FIG. 11 shows.
More specifically, the carrier frequency determination unit
212 determines a frequency of F; for the carrier signal when
0=A<),. Moreover, the carrier frequency determination unit
212 determines a frequency of F, for the carrier signal when
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A =h<h,. Moreover, the carrier frequency determination unit
212 determines a frequency of F _; for the carrier signal when
Ao,

In other words, the carrier frequency determination unit
212 determines a higher frequency for the carrier signal for
higher values of the spatial frequency. More specifically, the
determination of the frequency for the carrier signal by the
carrier frequency determinationunit 212 is made such that the
frequency of the carrier signal increases in a step-like manner
when the spatial frequency increases. It should be noted that
the threshold values A, and A, for the spatial frequency may
be appropriately adjusted based on experience or tests. It
should be noted that the determination of the frequency for
the carrier signal by the carrier frequency determination unit
212 may be made such that the frequency of the carrier signal
increases proportionally or exponentially when the spatial
frequency increases.

[Math 9]

F=F.(0) ©

Incidentally, the panel 101 does not vibrate uniformly
across all frequencies. The vibration characteristics of the
panel 101 depend on various characteristics (size, thickness,
hardness, etc.) of the panel 101. For example, as FIG. 8
shows, the panel 101 vibrates strongly at: a certain frequency
(resonance frequency) due to resonance. Using a resonance
frequency as the frequency of the carrier signal makes it
possible to effectively vibrate the panel 101.

As such, the carrier frequency determination unit 212, for
example, determines the frequency for the carrier signal to be
a resonance frequency of the panel 101. At this time, the
higher the spatial frequency A is, the higher the resonance
frequency from among the plurality of resonance frequencies
of'the panel 101 the carrier frequency determination unit 212
determines for the frequency for the carrier signal.

Next, the processes performed when the image feature
amount A extracted by the image feature extraction unit 104 is
not uniform will be described. For example, when an image
having multiple image feature amounts, like the one shown in
FIG. 4A, is displayed, the carrier frequency determination
unit 212 determines a frequency for the carrier signal based
on a spatial frequency characteristic of the image like is
shown in FIG. 4B. More specifically, the carrier frequency
determination unit 212 determines a frequency for the carrier
signal using the spatial frequency component having the
greatest strength as the spatial frequency of the image.

Moreover, for example, the carrier frequency determina-
tion unit 212 may determine a frequency for the carrier signal
using the spatial frequency component having a strength that
is greater than or equal to a predetermined threshold. In this
case, when there are a plurality of spatial frequency compo-
nents having a strength that is greater than or equal to the
predetermined threshold, the carrier frequency determination
unit 212 may determine each frequency for the carrier signal
using the plurality of the spatial frequency components.
(Carrier Signal Generation Unit 208)

The carrier signal generation unit 208 generates a carrier
signal having a frequency determined by the carrier fre-
quency determination unit 212. In other words, the carrier
signal generation unit 208 generates the carrier signal having
a frequency component at a frequency dependent on the fea-
ture of the image extracted by the image feature extraction
unit 104. More specifically, the carrier signal generation unit
208, for example, generates the carrier signal having a fre-
quency component at a higher frequency for higher image
spatial frequencies. More specifically, the carrier signal gen-
eration unit 208, for example, generates the carrier signal
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having, from among the plurality of resonance frequencies of
the panel 101, a frequency component at a higher resonance
frequency for higher spatial frequencies.

Next, processes performed when a plurality of frequencies
are determined by the carrier frequency determination unit
212 are described. In this case, the carrier signal generation
unit 208 generates the carrier signal having a frequency com-
ponent at a plurality of determined frequencies. In other
words, the carrier signal generation unit 208 generates a car-
rier signal by overlaying each of the sine waves of the plural-
ity of determined frequencies. More specifically, the carrier
signal generation unit 208 generates the carrier signal by
summing the sine waves of the plurality of frequencies, as
Equation 10 shows.

[Math 10]

5 D=2 sin(2nF ,(A)E) (10)

Next, operations performed by the haptic feedback device
200 having the above-described configuration will be
described. FIG. 12 is a flow chart showing operations per-
formed by the haptic feedback device 200 according to the
second embodiment. It should be noted that detailed descrip-
tion of processes in FIG. 12 that are the same as in FIG. 9 are
omitted.

(Step S201)

The position obtaining unit 102 obtains the touch position.
(Step S202)

The position obtaining unit 102 determines whether haptic
feedback is necessary or not.

(Step S203)

The image display unit 103 updates the image being dis-
played as needed.
(Step S204)

The image feature extraction unit 104 extracts a feature of
the image being displayed by the image display unit 103.
(Step S205)

The carrier frequency determination unit 212 determines a
frequency for the carrier signal based on the feature of the
image extracted by the image feature extraction unit 104. For
example, the carrier frequency determination unit 212 deter-
mines a higher frequency for the carrier signal for higher
spatial frequencies of the image.

(Step S206)

The haptic signal is generated based on the touch position
obtained by the position obtaining unit 102 and the feature of
the image extracted by the image feature extraction unit 104.
More specifically, the modulation signal generation unit 107
generates a modulation signal having a frequency component
at a frequency corresponding to the feature amount of the
image. Moreover, the carrier signal generation unit 208 gen-
erates a carrier signal having a frequency determined by the
carrier frequency determination unit 212. The modulation
unit 109 then generates the haptic signal by performing
amplitude modulation on the carrier signal using the modu-
lation signal.

(Step S207)

The actuator 110 is driven using the haptic signal generated
in step S206. In other words, the actuator 110 provides haptic
feedback to the user by vibrating the panel 101 in accordance
with the haptic signal.

As described above, with the haptic feedback device 200
according to the second embodiment, it is possible to provide
haptic feedback based on the image displayed on the panel
101 by vibrating the panel 101. Furthermore, the haptic feed-
back device 200 is capable of changing the frequency of the
carrier signal based on the feature of the image displayed on
the panel 101. As such, the haptic feedback device 200 is
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capable of providing soft haptic feedback when the spatial
frequency is low, and providing further detailed vibrations
when the spatial frequency is high. In other words, the haptic
feedback device 200 is capable of generating a carrier signal
having a frequency component at a frequency dependent on a
feature of the image, and capable of providing haptic feed-
back to the user touching the panel that is appropriate to the
image being displayed on the panel.

Moreover, similar to the first embodiment, even when the
image displayed on the panel 101 changes, the haptic feed-
back device 200 is capable of providing natural haptic feed-
back in coordination with visual perception of the user since
changes in the image can be reflected in touch as needed.

Similar to the first embodiment it should be noted that the
haptic feedback device 200 according to the second embodi-
ment may further include the speed calculation unit 105 and
the pressure measurement unit 106. In this case, similar to the
first embodiment, the modulation signal generation unit 107
may, for example, generate a modulation signal having a
frequency component at a higher frequency for higher touch
speeds. Moreover, the modulation signal generation unit 107
may generate a modulation signal having a frequency com-
ponent at a higher frequency for higher touch pressures.

Third Embodiment

Next, the third embodiment will be described. The third
embodiment is different from the first embodiment in that the
frequency of the carrier signal is changed based on the hard-
ness of an object included in the image.

FIG. 13 is a block diagram of a haptic feedback device 300
according to the third embodiment. In FIG. 13, the structural
elements that are the same as those in FIG. 1 share then same
reference numerals, and as such, explanations thereof are
omitted.

The haptic feedback device 300 includes the panel 101, the
position obtaining unit 102, the image display unit 103, the
image feature extraction unit 104, the modulation signal gen-
eration unit 107, the modulation unit 109, the actuator 110, an
elasticity storage unit 313, an elasticity determination unit
314, a carrier frequency storage unit 311, a carrier frequency
determination unit 312, and a carrier signal generation unit
308.

(Elasticity Storage Unit 313)

The elasticity storage unit 313 stores a degree of elasticity
(Pa) for each feature of the image.

The degree of elasticity is one example of a value indicat-
ing the hardness of an object included in the image displayed
on the panel 101. In other words, the degree of elasticity
represents materialistic properties of an object included in the
image displayed on the panel 101. In other words, even
among texture images each of which has a uniform spatial
frequency, there are images of hard materials like metal and
images of soft materials like rubber. As such, the elasticity
storage unit 313 stores a value indicating the hardness of a
material corresponding to a feature of the image, for each
feature of the image. In the third embodiment, degree of
elasticity is used as a criterion for representing hardness of a
material, but this example is not intended to be limiting. In
other words, as long as the criterion can express hardness
and/or softness of a material, any criterion may be used.
(Elasticity Determination Unit 314)

The elasticity determination unit 314 is an example of the
hardness obtaining unit. The elasticity determination unit 314
determines a degree of elasticity based on the feature of the
image extracted by the image feature extraction unit 104. In
other words, the elasticity determination unit 314 obtains,
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from the elasticity storage unit 313, the degree of elasticity
corresponding to the extracted feature of the image.
(Carrier Frequency Storage Unit 311)

The carrier frequency storage unit 311 stores a carrier
signal frequency for each degree of elasticity. In other words,
the carrier frequency storage unit 311 stores a plurality of
frequencies each associated with one of a plurality of degrees
of elasticity.

(Carrier Frequency Determination Unit 312)

The carrier frequency determination unit 312 determines a
frequency for the carrier signal based on the degree of elas-
ticity determined by the elasticity determination unit 314.
More specifically, the carrier frequency determination unit
312 obtains, from the carrier frequency storage unit 311, a
frequency corresponding to the determined degree of elastic-
ity.

Even more specifically, the carrier frequency determina-
tion unit 312 determines the frequency for the carrier signal to
be a higher frequency for higher degrees of elasticity K, as
FIG. 14 shows. It should be noted that similar to the second
embodiment, it is preferable that the frequency of the carrier
signal is determined from the plurality of resonance frequen-
cies of the panel 101.

(Carrier Signal Generation Unit 308)

The carrier signal generation unit 308 generates a carrier
signal having a frequency determined by the carrier fre-
quency determination unit 312. In other words, the carrier
signal generation unit 308 generates the carrier signal having
a frequency component at a frequency that increases with the
value indicating the hardness of an object included in an
image.

Next, specific examples of operations performed by the
haptic feedback device 300 having the above-described con-
figuration will be described. FIG. 15 is a flow chart showing
operations performed by the haptic feedback device 300
according to the third embodiment. It should be noted that
detailed description of processes in FIG. 15 that are the same
as in FIG. 9 are omitted.

(Step S301)

The position obtaining unit 102 obtains the touch position.
(Step S302)

The position obtaining unit 102 determines whether haptic
feedback is necessary or not.

(Step S303)

The image display unit 103 updates the image being dis-
played as needed.
(Step S304)

The image feature extraction unit 104 extracts a feature of
the image being displayed by the image display unit 103.
(Step S305)

The elasticity determination unit 314 obtains a degree of
elasticity from the elasticity storage unit 313 based on the
feature of the image.

(Step S306)

The carrier frequency determination unit 312 determines a
frequency for the carrier signal based on the degree of elas-
ticity. More specifically, the carrier frequency determination
unit 312 determines a frequency for the carrier signal such
that the frequency of the carrier signal is higher for higher
degrees of elasticity. Conversely, the carrier frequency deter-
mination unit 312 determines a frequency for the carrier
signal such that the frequency of'the carrier signal is lower for
lower degrees of elasticity.

(Step S307)

The haptic signal is generated based on the feature of the
image extracted by the image feature extraction unit 104, the
touch position obtained by the position obtaining unit 102,
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and the carrier frequency determined by the carrier frequency
determination unit 312. More specifically, the modulation
signal generation unit 107 generates a modulation signal hav-
ing a frequency component at a frequency corresponding to
the feature amount of the image (the spatial frequency). Fur-
thermore, the carrier signal generation unit 308 generates a
carrier signal having a frequency determined by the carrier
frequency determination unit 312. The modulation unit 109
then generates the haptic signal by performing amplitude
modulation on the carrier signal using the modulation signal.
(Step S308)

The actuator 110 is driven using the haptic signal generated
in step S307. In other words, the actuator 110 provides haptic
feedback to the user by vibrating the panel 101 in accordance
with the haptic signal.

As described above, with the haptic feedback device 300
according to the third embodiment, it is possible to provide
haptic feedback based on the image displayed on the panel
101 by vibrating the panel 101. Furthermore, the haptic feed-
back device 300 is capable of changing the frequency of the
carrier signal based on the materialistic properties of an
object included in the image displayed on the panel 101.

As such, the haptic feedback device 300 is capable of
providing soft, smooth haptic feedback when the included
object is soft, and providing further detailed vibrations when
the included object is hard. In other words, the haptic feed-
back device 300 is capable of providing haptic feedback close
to the haptic feedback felt when the user touches the actual
object, and provide appropriate haptic feedback to the user
touching the panel.

Moreover, similar to the first embodiment, even when the
image displayed on the panel 101 changes, the haptic feed-
back device 300 is capable of providing natural haptic feed-
back in coordination with visual perception of the user since
changes in the image can be reflected in touch as needed.

It should be noted that in the third embodiment, the value
indicating the hardness of an object included in the image
(degree of elasticity) is obtained from the feature of the
image, but the method of obtaining the value indicating hard-
ness is not limited to this example. For example, the elasticity
determination unit 314 may receive an input of the value
indicating hardness from the user. In this case, the value
indicating hardness may be, for example, a value indicating a
level of hardness (for example a value from one to five).

Similar to the first embodiment, the haptic feedback device
300 according to the third embodiment may further include
the speed calculation unit 105 and the pressure measurement
unit 106. In this case, similar to the first embodiment, the
modulation signal generation unit 107 may, for example,
generate a modulation signal having a frequency component
at a higher frequency for higher touch speeds. Moreover, the
modulation signal generation unit 107 may generate a modu-
lation signal having a frequency component at a higher fre-
quency for higher touch pressures.

Hereinbefore the haptic feedback device according to one
or more aspect was described based on exemplary embodi-
ments, but the present invention is not limited to these exem-
plary embodiments. Various modifications of the exemplary
embodiments as well as embodiments resulting from combi-
nations of constituent elements of the different exemplary
embodiments that may be conceived by those skilled in the art
are intended to be included within the scope of the one or
more aspect as long as these do not depart from the essence of
the present invention.

For example, the haptic feedback device is not absolutely
required to include the structural elements shown in FIG. 1,
FIG. 10, or FIG. 15. In other words, the haptic feedback
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device is not absolutely required to include some of the struc-
tural elements shown in FIG. 1, FIG. 10, or FIG. 15. For
example, the haptic feedback device may be configured as
FIG. 16 shows.

FIG. 16 is a block diagram of a haptic feedback device 400
according to a variation. Moreover, FIG. 17 is a flow chart of
the processes performed by the haptic feedback device 400
according to the variation. This haptic feedback device 400
does not use a feature of the image when providing haptic
feedback to the user touching the panel 101.

As FIG. 16 shows, the haptic feedback device 400 includes
the panel 101, the position obtaining unit 102, the speed
calculation unit 105, a modulation signal generation unit 407,
the carrier signal generation unit 108 the modulation unit 109,
and the actuator 110.

(Step S401)

The position obtaining unit 102 obtains a touch position on
the panel 101 at predetermined time intervals. In other words,
the position obtaining unit 102 obtains a first touch position
touched on the panel 101 by the user and a second touch
position touch on the panel 101 by the user after the first touch
position.

(Step S402)

The speed calculation unit 105 calculates the speed of a
touch (touch speed) starting at the first touch position and
ending at the second touch position.

(Step S403)

The modulation signal generation unit 407 generates a
modulation signal having a frequency component at a higher
frequency for higher touch speeds. More specifically, the
modulation signal generation unit 407 generates, as the
modulation signal s,,,, a sine wave of a frequency proportional
to the touch speed v by a proportional constant k (k>0) as
Equation 11 shows, for example.

[Math 11]

5,()=sinmkv(1)r) an

It should be noted that the frequency of the modulation
signal is not required to be proportional to the touch speed. In
other words, the frequency at the time of the second touch
speed may simply be greater than the frequency at the time of
the first touch speed (where the second touch speed is greater
than the first touch speed).

(Step S404)

The carrier signal generation unit 108 generates a carrier
signal for vibrating the panel 101. For example, the carrier
signal generation unit 108 generates the carrier signal having
a frequency component at a resonance frequency of the panel
101. It should be noted that the carrier signal generation unit
108 may generate the carrier signal having a frequency com-
ponent at a frequency different than a resonance frequency of
the panel 101. In other words, the carrier signal generation
unit 108 may generate a carrier signal having a frequency
component at a frequency haptically perceptible by the user.
(Step S405)

The modulation unit 109 generates the haptic signal by
performing amplitude modulation on the carrier signal using
the modulation signal. More specifically, the modulation unit
109 generates the haptic signal as Equation 7 or Equation 8
show.

(Step S406)

In other words, the actuator 110 provides haptic feedback
to the user by vibrating the panel 101 in accordance with the
modulated carrier signal (haptic signal).

With the haptic feedback device 400 according to this
variation, it is possible to modulate the carrier signal using the
modulation signal having a frequency component at a fre-
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quency that increases with the speed of the touch, and vibrate
the panel in accordance with the modulated carrier signal. As
such, the haptic feedback device 400 is capable of changing
the amplitude of the vibration of the panel more rapidly as the
speed of the touch increases, and capable of providing haptic
feedback to the user touching the panel that is appropriate for
the speed of the touch. This makes it possible for the user to
easily confirm by touch that his or her touch has been cor-
rectly detected.

Each of the structural elements in each of the above-de-
scribed embodiments may be configured in the form of an
exclusive hardware product, or may be realized by executing
a software program suitable for the structural element. Each
of the structural elements may be realized by means of a
program executing unit, such as a CPU and a processor,
reading and executing the software program recorded on a
recording medium such as a hard disk or a semiconductor
memory. Here, the software program for realizing the haptic
feedback device according to each of the embodiments is a
program described below.

That is, the program causes the computer to execute a
haptic feedback method of providing haptic feedback to a
user touching a panel, the haptic feedback method including:
obtaining a first touch position which is a position of a touch
made on the panel by the user and a second touch position
which is a position of a touch made on the panel by the user
after the touch made at the first touch position; calculating a
speed of a touch starting at the first touch position and ending
at the second touch position; generating a modulation signal
having a frequency component at a frequency that increases
with the speed; generating a carrier signal for vibrating the
panel; modulating the generated carrier signal using the
modulation signal; and providing haptic feedback to the user
by vibrating the panel in accordance with the modulated
carrier signal.

The haptic feedback device according to one aspect of the
present invention is capable of providing haptic feedback to a
user touching a panel, and as such is applicable in devices
having display panels, such as televisions, digital still cam-
eras, digital movie cameras, personal computers, portable
information devices, and cellular phones.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

100, 200, 300, 400 haptic feedback device
101 panel

102 position obtaining unit

103 image display unit

104 image feature extraction unit

105 speed calculation unit

106 pressure measurement unit

107, 407 modulation signal generation unit
108, 208, 308 carrier signal generation unit
109 modulation unit

110 actuator

110A first actuator

110B second actuator

211, 311 carrier frequency storage unit
212, 312 carrier frequency determination unit
313 elasticity storage unit

314 elasticity determination unit

The invention claimed is:

1. A haptic feedback device which provides haptic feed-
back to a user touching a panel, the haptic feedback device
comprising:
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the panel;
an image display unit configured to display an image on the
panel;

an image feature extraction unit configured to extract a
feature of the image displayed on the panel, the feature
of the image extracted being the spatial frequency of the
image;

a position obtaining unit configured to obtain a first touch
position which is a position of a touch made on the panel
by the user and a second touch position which is a
position of a touch made on the panel by the user after
the touch made at the first touch position;

a speed calculation unit configured to calculate a speed of
a touch starting at the first touch position and ending at
the second touch position;

a modulation signal generation unit configured to generate
a modulation signal having a frequency component at a
frequency that increases with the speed and is dependent
on the feature of the image;

a carrier frequency determination unit configured to deter-
mine a resonance frequency to be used for a frequency
for the carrier signal from among a plurality of reso-
nance frequencies of the panel, the determined reso-
nance frequency increasing as the spatial frequency
increases such that the higher the spatial frequency the
higher the resonance frequency;

a carrier signal generation unit configured to generate a
carrier signal for vibrating the panel having a frequency
component at the determined resonance frequency
determined by the carrier frequency determination unit;

a modulation unit configured to modulate the generated
carrier signal using the modulation signal; and

an actuator which provides haptic feedback to the user by
vibrating the panel in accordance with the modulated
carrier signal.

2. The haptic feedback device according to claim 1,

wherein the image feature extraction unit is configured to
extract, as the feature of the image, a spatial frequency of
the image, and

the modulation signal generation unit is configured to gen-
erate the modulation signal having a frequency compo-
nent at a frequency that increases with the speed and the
spatial frequency.

3. The haptic feedback device according to claim 1,

wherein the image feature extraction unit is configured to
extract the feature of the image from a region that is a
portion of the image and includes the second touch posi-
tion.

4. The haptic feedback device according to claim 3,

wherein the image feature extraction unit is configured to
extract the feature of the image from the region having a
size that increases with the speed.

5. The haptic feedback device according to claim 1,

wherein the image feature extraction unit is configured to
extract the feature of the image each time the image
displayed on the panel is updated, and

the modulation signal generation unit is configured to gen-
erate the modulation signal each time the feature of the
image is extracted.

6. The haptic feedback device according to claim 1,

wherein the carrier signal generation unit is configured to
generate the carrier signal having a frequency compo-
nent at a resonance frequency of the panel.

7. The haptic feedback device according to claim 6,

wherein the carrier signal generation unit is configured to
generate the carrier signal having a frequency compo-
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nent at a resonance frequency among a plurality of reso-
nance frequencies of the panel that corresponds to the
second touch position.
8. The haptic feedback device according to claim 1, further
comprising
a hardness obtaining unit configured to obtain a value
indicating a hardness of an object included in the image,

wherein the carrier signal generation unit is configured to
generate the carrier signal having a frequency compo-
nent at a frequency that increases with the value indicat-
ing the hardness.
9. The haptic feedback device according to claim 1, further
comprising
a pressure measurement unit configured to measure a pres-
sure of the touch made at the second touch position,

wherein the modulation signal generation unit is config-
ured to generate the modulation signal having a fre-
quency component at a frequency that increases with the
measured pressure.

10. A haptic feedback method of providing haptic feedback
to a user touching a panel, the haptic feedback method com-
prising:

displaying an image on the panel;

extracting a feature of the image displayed on the panel, the

feature of the image extracted being the spatial fre-
quency of the image;

obtaining a first touch position which is a position of a

touch made on the panel by the user and a second touch
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position which is a position of a touch made on the panel
by the user after the touch made at the first touch posi-
tion;
calculating a speed of a touch starting at the first touch
position and ending at the second touch position;

generating a modulation signal having a frequency com-
ponent at a frequency that increases with the speed and
is dependent on the feature of the image;

determining a resonance frequency to be used for a fre-

quency for the carrier signal from among a plurality of
resonance frequencies of the panel, the determined reso-
nance frequency increasing as the spatial frequency
increases such that the higher the spatial frequency the
higher the resonance frequency;

generating a carrier signal for vibrating the panel having a

frequency component at the determined resonance fre-
quency determined;

modulating the generated carrier signal using the modula-

tion signal; and

providing haptic feedback to the user by vibrating the panel

in accordance with the modulated carrier signal.

11. A non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
having a computer program recorded thereon for causing a
computer to execute the haptic feedback method according to
claim 10.



